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PoLiricalL. 


The Charuvdrtd, of the 1st October, in continuation of his article on 
British policy in Afghanistan, says that the 
English have committed a great blunder in 
placing Abdur Rahman on the throne of Afghanistan. The writer is 
not prepared to say that the Amir has openly or secretly sided with Russia, or 
that he is guilty of any act of treachery towards the British Government. 
But the Amir is grateful to Russia for the help and protection he received 
at her hands at the time of his distress. The writer is prepared to praise 
him for his gratitude to Russia. But the inevitable consequence of this will 
be that the political atmosphere of Cabui will always remain clouded. The 
Amir is in fact placed between the hornsofa dilemma. For the long period of 
twelve years he was supported by Russia, and England has given him what 
he always wanted,—the throne of Cabul. But unfortunately Russia and Eng- 
land are not on good terms. Russia has monopolized the commerce of Persia, 


British policy in Afghanistan. 


and the treaty which she has concluded with the Shah has enabled her to — 


advance her frontier considerably towards Cabul. Abdur Rahman again 
has not proved to be avery strong man, ora man of great administrative 
ability, still the British Government has upto date presented him with 
arms valued at no less than a crore of rupees, and has agreed to pay him 
a lakh of rupees a month. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION, 


9. The Murshidabad Pratinidhi, of the 21st September, dwells upon 
the increase of intemperance, and consequently 
of crime, caused by the introduction of the out- 
still system into this country. The editor exhorts every person to endeavour 
to obtain the abolition of this pernicious system. 

3. The same paper points out that under the existing system mem- 
bers of village punchayets are subjected to 
great hardship and indignity at the hands of 
the police for trivial irregularities. There is some delay in paying the 
chowkidar’s pay, and fortawith the punchayet’s cattle are seized and sold by 
the police. The punchayet has his own affairs to attend to, and cannot for 
want of leisure or irregularities on the part of the assessees punctually realize 
the tax from them. But the police is inexorable. Punchayets should there- 
fore be either given greater freedom of action, or relieved of the duty of 
paying the salaries of chowkidars. 

4. The Paridarshak, of the 23rd September, is exceedingly gratified 

i lia to notice that Mr. White, the leader of the 

Kurasians of Madras, has expressed himself in 

favour of the Ilbert Bill. The Burasians of Madras appear to be more 
intelligent than those of Bengal. 

0. The same paper remarks that all the Assam officials have 
expressed themselves against the Ilbert Bill, 
and that their chief argument is that it is 
not expedient to pass the Bill in the face of 
the strong opposition which is being made to it by Anglo-Indians. The 

il, however, will pass in one form or other. The weaknessshown by the 
Officials is really amusing. Lord Ripon is patiently seeking to pass the 
neasure into law, and the people owe him a debt of endless gratitude. 

We extract the following observations from the Sansodhint, of the 
} 23rd September :—Baboo Sambhu Chandra 

The Munsif of Fatikcheri, De, the Munsif of Fatikcheri, postponed 

Me a case pending before him in which 


the 


The outstill system. 


Village punchayets. 


a Assam officials on the Ilbert 


Brownlow, a tea-planter was concerned, recording his reasons for 
" postponement. Mr. Bignold, the District Judge, atthe instance of 
'. Brownlow, proceeded to Fatikcheri for investigation, and found that several 
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suits had been similarly postponed. The Judge reported the matter t the 
High Court, proposing transfer of the Munsif to the Cox’s Bazar, where the 
number of suits was very limited. But four Judges of the High Court 
have given their opinion that the Munsif should be suspended. Baboo 
Sambhu Chandra is rather slow in his work. When he was transferred and 
degraded, he was warned. Whatever that might be, to dismiss a man becange 
he is slow is very hard. There are many such men in the Government service. 
7. The same paper makes the following observations :—Government 
strains every nerve for the reorganization of the Public Works Depart- 
: ment, but the result of its labors is not 

Pn a uy of the Public Works satisfactory. This departm ent is pop ularly 
known as the “ Public Wastes Department. ’ 

Whoever enters the department thinks of getting rich as fast as possible, 
The writer proposes three reforms which he thinks are urgently necessary ;-— 


lst.—That contracts should be made directly with the traders without 
the in tervention of professional contractors. Under the present system sub- 
contracts to the fourth and even to the fifth degree are permitted to the 
great loss of public money. 

2nd.—Contracts are at present privately settled. But the writer thinks 
that as much publicity as possible should be given to the calling for of 
tenders and the settlement of contracts. 

3rd.—The executive officers of the department should certify to the 
best of their knowledge at the completion of every work under their charge 
regarding the probable cost of the work. If that be the case, the superior 
officers will be able to check the work and to put a stop to waste. 


8. Thesame paper thinks that the efficiency of the Legislative 
Council of Bengal will be greatly improved 
if a member is selected from each of the 
divisions. The writer is not averse to the 
appointment of able and educated men. But he thinks the appointment of 
able and educated men should come after the selection from each division. 
The representation of the divisions of the province ought to be secured. The 
efficiency of the Imperial Legislative Council will be secured by the 


appointment of one, two or, three representative men from each province 
to that council. 


9. The Som Prakash, of the 24th September, says that other provinces 


are decidedly inferior to Bengal. The need for 


self-governing municipalities is much greater 
here than elsewhere. But Bengalis are very unfortunate. They will not 


have it. Sometimes it seems that the matter will be discussed in the Legislative 
Council, when the Governor-General comes to Calcutta. At other 
times it appears the discussion will do no good, because the Ruler of 
Bengal is opposed to the scheme. At the present time the tendency of 
municipal power and municipal work is towards centralization in the hands 
of the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman, who is generally a very hardworked 
man. The result of the centralization of power is that many useful works 
remain unfinished, the tax-payers are discontented, and sanitation 1s nol 
properly looked into. But if the Commissioners of wards can act indepét- 
dently, they can do a much greater amount of good. One good effect of 
this disintegration will be that inferior men will not be appointed. Witt 
the increase of responsibility and freedom of action really worthy men wil 
come to the front, and the appointment of such men will become ° 
necessity. If a Commissioner who is completely free te act as be will 
proper neglecta his duties, the inhabitants of his village will force him 
do his work. The municipality will come home to every one im 


of disintegration. The present Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen live 3 * 
distance from the villagers, ee 


The appointment of members to 
the Legislative Council. 


Municipalities in Bengal. 
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10. The same paper says that the proverb that “the dumb have no enemies” 


‘ seems to be false, otherwise why should the 
The Iibert St" opponents of the Ilbert Bill be enemies of 
Lord Ripon, who, from his patient demeanour under their abuses, and from 


his not taking any notice of their mutinous spirit, seems to be something like 
,dumb creature. Again to abuse Lord Ripon seems to be folly. What has 
he done ? He simply acts up to the spirit of the Queen’s Proclamation and 
‘n accordance with the declared policy of the British Government. Again, 
the proposal did not emanate from him. It was Sir Ashely Eden who made 
the proposal. All that the writer blames Lord Ripon for is that he has asked 
the opinions of the Local Governments. In this matter the members of 
the India Council and the British Ministry are at one with Lord Ripon, so 
there would be no difficulty in passing the Bill into law. From what has 
appeared in the Times it is evident that the Bill will pass with very great 
modifications. The writer does not object to any modification being made. 
But he thinks that the Queen’s Proclamation should be upheld, and Govern- 
ment should act impartially as every good Government ought to do. There 
should be a correspondence between a Government’s words and deeds. 

11. We give below a few extracts from an article in the same paper head- 
ed ‘* Amusing trial and curious punishment :—” 


“What do you say, reader ? Is not this punish- 
ment curious? The reader can well infer from thjs curious punishment how 


amusing the trial was. The witnesses produced by Mr. Hastie to prove the 
immorality of Miss Pigot and his own innocence were all Christians. If 
Mr. Norris believes them, the innocence of Hastie is proved, but why is he 
punished? If ine does not believe them, why ishe not heavily punished and 
made to pay the cost ofthe other party ? We have heard of many amusing 
trials and curious punishments, but we never heard of such a trial and such 
a punishment. 

“From the punishment it 1s evident the Judge was not satisfied as 
to the purity of Miss Pigot’s conduct. But from what we hear from people 
about Miss Pigot’s character she appears to be of a very social nature. 
It is on account of this sociability that many entertain doubts about her 
character. Whatever that be, we are very sorry that the manner in which her 
character has been described by the witnesses is such as a respectable lady 
ought to be ashamed of. The Judge says the forefathers of Chakravarti 
were not Christians ; therefore his mind is still weak. What do you say, 
reader? Is not this notion of Judge Norris a really curious one? What 
Christian was not sorry at the weakness of Mr. Fish ? Who has believed him ? 
Is the weakness of Chakravarti more deplorable that the weakness shown in 
this case by men to whom Christianity is hereditory religion ? ” 

_ _ 12. We make the following extracts from a poem addressed to India 
in the same paper :— 
ak : ‘* Falling in the hands of the powerful, your 
ponents of Be NR cag wy Se op- independence has been ruined, therefore you 
are always melancholy and do not feel plea- 
sure in anything. 
_ _.“I do not find any indication that any one will deliver thee. If any one 
s kindly disposed his feelings of kindness cannot show themselves without 
difficulty. Difficulties of various kinds in no time destroy that man. Lord 
lpon was favourably disposed, but what obstruction did he not meet? 

‘ Be patient—take courage. Happiness will follow of course. Without 
—— no happiness comes. God becomes unpropitious to one who is 

atient.” | 


13. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 24th September, contains an article 
on the recent orders of the Government of 
India on the subject of giving increased 
publicity to legislative measures.. The editor 
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Sept. 26th, 1883. 


BaaraT Mruaier, 
Sept. 25th, 1883. 


BaaraTt Mruta, 
Sept 26th, 1883. 
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regrets to notice that in this connection the Government of Bengal has 
not been able to make a julicious distinction between the Devnagri and 
the Kaithi characters; and that, as regards the supply of copies of Acts and 
Bills to editors of vernacular newspapers, it has not yet decided what 
papers will be considered deserving of the privilege. The Rditor fy) 
approves of the orders of the Government of India regarding the public 
that should be given to legislative measures, and observes that a rule 
should be laid down that no Bill shall be passed into law until it ha 
been widely circulated among the people. 


14. The same paper directs the attention of Government to what jg 

regarded as seditious writing in certain 

- — opposition to the Ilbert Anglo-!ndian newspapers, notably in the 

Englishman and the Bengal Times in connee. 

tion with the Ibert Bill. The editor dwells upon the desirability of check. 
ing the excesses which are being committed by these journals. 


15. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 25th gogo yon confident that 
7 there 1s no fear from the opponents 

eo the Ilbert Bill. The Home (mele 
has in a manner shaped the course it intends to follow. The opinions 
of Indian officials will not affect it. The principal opponents of the 
Bill are the Bengal Government and the Bengal High Court. But even 
they could not pronounce the native civilians either unworthy or dishonest, 
So there is no apprehension of a change of opinion on the part of the 
Home Government. Though there is no fear of the principles of the Bill 
being disapproved, the writer is sorry that the jurisdiction is to be confined to 
District Magistrates and District Judges only. He thought the Bill to be 
very imperfect because the Deputy Magistrates were excluded. But by 
excluding the Assistant and Joint Magistrates the operation of the Bill will 
be confined within the narrowest limits. The Bengal Government and 
the Calcutta High Court have strong objections to statutary civilians, The 
Bill proposed that the Local Government would grant the jurisdiction to 
such officers as might be considered fit to exercise it, and the Local Govern- 
ments would never have granted it with closed eyes. The agitation over 
this small measure has been so great that it is advisable to frame it in such 
a way that no amendment may be necessary in a short time. Confine it 
within as small a compass as you can, Anglo-Indians will not be reconciled 
to it, and the consequence will be that every one will be dissatisfied. 


16. The same paper, in an article headed’ the “ Eastern and the 
| Western Minister,” compares Sir T. Madhava 
tout 7: Madhava Rao and Mr. Glad- Rao’s utterances with those of Mr. Gladstone 
on the subject of the Ilbert Bill, The writer 
quotes largely from the speeches of both to prove that, though both of them 
approve the principles of the Bill, the Eastern Minister is afraid of the 
European agitation, and advises the natives to wait, while the Wester 
Minister is fearless and wants to proceed boldly in spite of the opposition. 
The writer is sorry that Sir T. Madhava Rao, who stands at the head of 
native statesmen, should show such signs of fear, and should fall into $0 
ereat a mistake as to think that the enemies will be satisfied with the 
exhibition of weakness, and that they will be dissatisfied if one speaks out 
boldly what he thinks to be right. 


17. The same paper continues its observations on the Ibert Bill. 

ane The writer says:—‘ The Baill proposes to 

cane bert Bill and the Bengal confer on Assistant Commissioners of Non- 
| Regulation Provinces the power of tyi0é 
European offenders. The Hon’ble Mr. Thompson objects even ‘this, 
on the ground that the Assistant Commissioners of Non-Regulation Provinces 
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and the Deputy Magistrates of Regulation Provinces are officers of the 
same rank. That one section of the same class should be excluded from the 
exercise Of a power which the other section would enjoy is what the ruler of 
Bengal cannot tolerate. So he is of opinion that it should be conferred on 
jone. What a display of magnanimity would it have been had this disciple 
of Christ, this Mr. Thompson, proposed to confer the power on both the 
Jasses Of Officials. here is aspecial reason for giving the power to 
Assistant Commissioners without giving it to Deputy Magistrates. A large 
number of tea and indigo-planters reside in Non-Regulation Provinces, 8» 
there is much greater probability of criminal suits being instituted against 
Buropeans in those provinces, and unless the Assistant Commissioners are 
given the power of trying them, the inconvenience to administration, to remedy 
which the Bill has been proposed, will not be removed. But so man 
Puropeans are not to be found in the Regulation Provinces, and therefore 
noalteration in the power of the Deputy Magistrates is needed.” 

According to the writer the head of the Administration in Bengal seems 
tobe ignorant of this simple fact. Again, the writer adds:—‘ But in 
his (Mr. Thompson’s) opinion natives as yet have not got sufficient 
strength of mind. If an Englishman or an Englishwoman is brought 
before a native Magistrate for trial, the native Magistrate will not be able to 
protect him or her from the insult which, it may be justly apprehended, they 
wight receive at. the hands of the crowded body of spectators. But far from 
awarding a heavy punishment to an English offender, he would be more 
likely to discharge him. We cannot restrain a laugh at this statement of 
Mr. Thompson. 

“The native civilians have often been praised by the High Court 
for their impartiality and judicial ability. It therefore transcends our 
small understanding what superhuman power inspired Mr. Thompson 
to attribute moral weakness to them. * * Mr. Thompson seems to be 
very inconsistent in the different parts of his minute; for he has at the 
very outset said that the British Government, if it has done nothing 
else, has at least taught the natives to administer justice impartially. The 
ruler of Bengal does not venture to post natives to the frontier, but let him 
consider in his calmer moments what right he has to say that others will 
not post them there, or that the native civilians are unfit to be so placed. 

“We have not met anywhere else, in connection with the Ilbert Bill, 
arguments like those advanced against the sitting together of European and 
native Judges on an appellate bench. If native civilians or pleaders of estab- 
ished reputation sit with European civilians, the apprehension will be 
removed from our mind. European offenders and district officers or any other 
officials are not the same thing. Has the ruler of Bengal forgotten that the 
District Magistrate is all in all in a district ? Why does the Hon’ble 
Mr. Thompson hesitate to apply the same argument in connection with the 
District Board as he has applied against the Ilbert Bill? Mr. Thompson’s 
aversion for the Bengali is rather too much. He does not hesitate to 
advance arguments like the following, that the Bengalis are weak, both 
morally and physically, therefore do not: enact the Ibert Bill. Another 
argument advanced by Mr. Thompson against the Bill is that in complicated 
suits the natives generally have recourse to European Judges. 

“The Bill should be withdrawn because the officials of Bengal are 
against it. Bengal is not India. The Bill is proposed for the whole of 
ndia, so we do not know whether the request of the Lieutenant-Governor 
will be complied with. At the time of the abolition of the slave trade, the 
‘vave dealers opposed it with a noisy clamour. Was thie abolition of the 


‘wave trade therefore wrong? What answer will the old Christian Thompson 
wake to this question ? ” 


Baarat MInIR, 
Sept. 25th, 1883. 


Hinpo RaNJiKa, 
Sept. 26th, 1883. 
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18. The same paper complains of the evils of the outstill system. We 
give below the translation of a part of the 


The outstill system. . ; 99 
article “‘abar sei rakshasi”—* again tha 


she-monster ’’:— 


“We were very glad to hear some time ago that the Hon’ 
Mr. Thompson was reconsidering the question of reorganizing the excise 
department. But unfortunately up to this time we do not find our hopes 
realised. 

“The Reverend Mr. Evans has thoroughly understood the evils of 
the outstill system. He is never backward in keeping up ‘the agitation 
against this monster. We cannot refrain from giving our hearty thanks to 
him for his exertions in this matter. But we cannot sympathise 
with him when, in the course of laying bare the evils of the outstill system 
he calls the Lieutenant-Governor a real friend of the country. If he who 
is abusing the natives to his heart's content in connection with the 
Ibert Bill, and who suffers the monstrous system of outstills to remain ran. 
pant in the country for so long atime, can be said to have any sympathy with 
those he rules, that sympathy must be an inoperative one. We hear from the 
Reverend Mr. Evans that, though the Lieutenant-Governor will not at once 
abolish the outstill system, he will bring the keepers of outstills under such 
strict rules that the evils of the system will practically disappear. Weare 
not much in favour of this sort of compromise. The system should be con- 
pletely eradicated from the country. Mr. Thompson is aware that the keepers 
of the outstills often violate rules. Had they observed the rules already 
promulgated for their guidance, much of the evil would never have 
been heard of. The words ‘khola bhauti ’ or outstill may be expunged from 
all dictionaries.” 

19. The Hindu Ranjka, of the 26th September, remarks that all 
leading officials in Bengal, from the Lieute- 
nant-Governor to the chief district authorities, 
have expressed themselves against the Ilbert Bill. It is to be regretted 
that no non-official native gentlemen of respectability were consulted on 
the subject. : 

20. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 27th September, regrets to 
have to notice that thefts and dacoities 
have become very frequent in the Gyebanda 
sub-division of the Rungpore district, and that the offenders have not been 
yet detected and brought to justice. 

21. The Medint, of the 27th September, observes, with pleasure, that 
the transfer of Mr. Roberts and the appoint 
ment of Baboo Kailas Chundra has changed 
the mode of the collection of water-rates on the canal. The high-handed- 
ness in the collection of the rates is over. Kailas Baboo has an eye to the 
convenience of the ryots. 7 

22. The same paper remarksthat it is a matter of great regret that 

eet a of Mr. Beames’ learning should enter 
ont ee ee tele eel strong feelings against the educated 
natives. Mr. Beames cannot bear the idea 

that the natives should be equal to Europeans: that they shoul 
have Self-Government; and that they should agitate for the enactment 
of the Ibert Bill. He has poured fourth the venom of his heart in every 
line of his administration report. ‘Che writer condemns the system ° 
mofussil tours of the officials treated of in Mr. Beames’ report. He says these 
officers do nothing. They simply take to hunting to beguile their time 1 the 
cold season. Those that are not fond of hunting work the whole oH in 
their camps, and take a walk in the evening in the company of their 408° 


Official views on the Ibert Bill. 


Dacoities in Rungpore. 


The removal of a grievance. 
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Mr, Beames in his tour lives fora few days in the circuit-house, and signs 
hig name in & few of the registers of the collectorate and goes away. 
He sees ® few respectable gentlemen one day, but his hatred for the natives 
so great that he never shakes hands with anybody. He never 
a ects the Midnapore College, though the inspection is a part of his duty. 
He never enters the threshhold of the college because perhaps he thinks 
hat these colleges have made the Bengali so insolent. 
r 93, The same paper is afraid that a serjous affray will soon take place 
between the indigo-planters and the ryots of 
The high-handedness of the indigo- §ijda, Silda was let in farm to Messrs. Watson 
planters. and Company, but the term of the lease having 
expired, the proprietor, Baboo Gangaram Dutta, has taken possession of it. The 
ryots are much attached to Baboo Gangaram for his goodness. But they are 
afraid the planters will not allow them to remain uiet. Only the other 
day a slight affray took place, in which the planters and their men were fined. 
The ryots say that this is simply a forecast of what is to follow. 

94. The Pratikdr, of the 28th September, observes that the Ibert 
Bill has conferred one great benefit upon 
the people of India, for which,if for nothing 
else, they will ever remain grateful to Lord Ripon. The measure has 
enabled them to find out who are their friends and who their enemies, 

95. The same paper remarks that natives have now found out Messrs. 
Keswick, Branson, and other Anglo-Indians. 
They did not know before that Europeans in 
this country, nay the Christians, had become so demoralized; nor did they 
believe that Englishmen could fight in such a mean manner. It is hard 
to believe that the country which produced a Pitt, a Wilberforce, a Cobden, 
and a Mill could give birth to such creatures. The Ilbert Bill will 
pass, and Europeans will again accept invitations to the Government House, 
and again will there be social intercourse between natives and Europeans 
but this stain upon the character of Englishmen will not be effaced. 

26. The Bhdrat Hitaisht, of the 28th September, says that the Ibert 
Bill has enabled the people of India to test 
the merits of not a few European officials. 
The Bill has driven them mad. 

27. The Gramvdrtd Prakdshika, of the 29th September, observes in 
reference to the rumour that Mr. B. L. Gupta 
will shortly be appointed Post Master-General, 
Bengal, that though this elevation of a Bengali is desirable, still what will 
people think if at this time of agitation over the Ilbert Bill those native 
officers who are fit to be vested with criminal jurisdiction over Europeans 
are appointed to other departments? If that is done, it will be readily 
believed that Mr. Thompson, who is an opponent of the Ilbert Bill, has done 
this trick, and that he does not desire to confer by any means the power of 
tying Europeans upon natives. 

28. The Sanjtbanf, of the 29th September, says that the jag 

charge against Miss Pigot is immorality. But 
this charge is not at all substantiated against 
her. The witnesses that have deposed against her cannot at all be relied upon. 
if Mr. Fish’s evidence is to be believed, Miss Pigot must be regarded as very 
immodest—more immodest indeed than a public woman. Mr, Wilson cannot 
ilso be looked upon in any better light. Even one who is deeply sunk 
i vice could not dare to show such immodesty in the presence of a stranger. 
“he remarks of Justice Norris against Baboo Kali Charan Banerji are 
‘aproper. From the conduct of Mr. Norris towards Baboo Kali Charan 
People may think that the Judge could not forget the intimate connection of 


The Ibert Bill. 


Anglo-Indiaus, 
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Pigot versus Hastic. 
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the Baboo with all public movements, specially those which had reference 
Baboo Surendra Nath Banerji. Whether right or wrong, such Notions 

concerning a Judge do not at all speak well for him. 
San stvant, 29. The same paper condemns in strong terms the whipping of some 
Sept. 20th, 1888. boys at Dacca, who, to save one of their number 
frcm indignities at the hands of a Negro in hat 
and coat, assaulted him and threw away hiscap. ‘The soul shudders to think 
of the unnatural punishment which the poor boys had to undergo, Only 
the other day application was made to Parliament to put a stop to whipping ay 
a mode of punishment. If it is cruel to whip hardened criminals, how much 
more cruel it must be to inflict the same punishment on boys of tender years? 
The writer thinks that Bengali boys are an eyesore to many. Many bum 
with rage at their independence of spirit and their display of patriotism, 
He ends with an appeal to the students of Bengal to redress the wrong done 

to one of their body. 

Bawoa past, 30. The Bangabdsi, of the 29th September, says that the old prover} 


eee 7 “ Kompani ka mal dariya me dhal”—* throw 
betescaes lt emamaey the Company’s goods into the sea” requires to 
be slightly modified. It should be “ sarkar ka mal dariya me dhal ”"—* throw 
Government goods into the sea.” Neither goods nor money does actually 
belong either to Company or to Government. They are the life-blood of the 
poor ryots. It is improper to waste them. The Midnapore canal was under- 
taken by the East India Irrigation and Canal Company in 1863, It was 
from the beginning a losing concern. Government purchased it at a crore 
and a half in 1869. The shares of two hundred rupees were then selling at 
Rs. 160. They could not find buyers even at that reduced rate. The 
Government paid Rs. 210 for each share, and is from that time wasting a 
large sum on the canal every year. On the other hand, the ryots are forced 
to purchase water, and money 1s extorted from them under legal sanction. 
This is oppression. There was no earthly reason to purchase such a losing 
concern. 
Baseasast. 31. The same paper warns the Government against the impolicy of resott- 
OO re ing toloans for the prosecution of productive 
public works. According to the writer, the loan 
system has been tried in Turkey, Egypt, Russia, and Southern America, and 
has failed everywhere. But when will the eyes of the Government open? 
Is it widening the door of the country’s ruin by rash economical projects! 
Baroapast. $2. The same paper says that the Commissioner of Patna, 
, = _ his administration report, has gone out of 
ae on native his way to abuse the Editors of Bengal 
newspapers, and so, it would seem, has done 
his duty. The Commissioner of Burdwan too has strained his discriminat- 
ing power as faras possible. Had there been no law to prevent him, he 
would have, it seems, hanged educated Bengalis and Bengali writers. The 
temper of Lord Ulick Browne, the Commissioner of Rajshabye, 18 very 
satisfactory. 
Baseasasr, 33. The same paper remarks that Mr. Thompson’s ministers are 
The Divisional Commissioners of perfectly worthy of their chief. Toe Iibert 
Bengal. Bill has revealed much and will reveal mote. 
Four Commissioners have shown their heroism and statesmanship in tnel 
respective minutes on the Ilbert Bill. Mr. Halliday of Patna has distin- 
guished himself more than the rest. He is the son of the first Lieutenanl- 
Governor of Bengal, and expects one day to be at the head of affair 
like his father. He has given a good forecast of his future administration. 
He says that India is to be ruled at the point of the sword. Good gt 
ment is impossible here. It is foolish to entertain the idea of reconciling 


The whipping of school boys at Dacca. 
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." natives to British rule. He has in a manner pronounced Lord Ripon unfit 
to govern India. Lord Ripon will not get anothersuch bold officer. The 
writer advises Lord Ripon to replace Mr. Aitchison, the Lieutenant- 
me Governor of the Punjab, who is a supporter of the Ilbert Bill, by Mr. Halliday 
ber of Patna. The Anglo-Indians should have made Mr. Monro their general- 
hat licsimo. But he 1s physically unfit for the post. They should make 
ink Mr. Lowis of Chittagong their Prime Minister. Mr. Lowis says that he 
nly would not like to be tried by the English-knowing Bengalis, who sym- 


> ag athise with the Editors of newspapers—a Class of people who are discontented 

ach with British rule. This is too subtle an argument to be grasped by an 

m3? ordinary intellect. Will not Lord Ripon udge how easily the improvement 

urn of the country which is governed by such kindhearted people will be effected. 

sm. $4. The Halsahar Prakdshikd, of the 29th September, condemns the —_ Hartman 
one seve it eonsals ob Daoee proceedings of the District Superintendent of  gept. sot, nro 


Police, Dacca, in a recent case in which certain 


erh school-boys were charged with having assaulted two drunken negroes. The 

r0W boys were flogged, surrounded by a police guard. At the time of arresting 

3 to them, the District Superintendent forcibly entered the house of a native 

row gentleman, suspecting that the boys had concealed themselves there. This 

ally proceeding was extremely illegal. 

the 35. The Dacca Prakash, of the lst October, condemns the practice 404 Peaxass, 
ler- oi lala on the part of pupils of vernacular schools “**™'** 
was vagsteadeaees of using keys ond note books to an undue 

rore extent. The authorities of the Education Department are asked to check 


the practice. 

36. The Surabhe, of the lst October, observes, in reference to the Supast, 
recent case of school-boys at Dacca, that the °* 1%. 
sentence of the court was unduly severe. 

07. The Sddhdrani, of the 30th September, finds fault with the Savmazasy, 
Lieutenant-Governor for not having advised "+ %t, 168s. 


_The employment of educated men those zemindars who came to greet him 
jn zemindari work. 


' A case of assault at Dacca. 


ort ) during his river tour to employ educated men 
tive in the management of their zemindaries. The writer thinks that a good 
oan deal of the unpopularity of the. zemindars is owing to the misconduct of 
and their gomastas and patwaris. These men get only Rs.7 or Rs. 8 a month, 
n? but they hold. a respectable and responsible position in society. They 
? cannot maintain their position with what they lawfully get, and so they 
in have recourse to all sorts of illicit gain. The zemindar can easily employ 
. able and conscientious officers on Rs. 20 or Rs. 25 a month. Many enligh- 
pali tened zemindars spend considerable sums on works of public utility, but 
one im none like to employ educated men at higher scale of pay in the management 
4 vy) zewindaries. Their unwillingness to doso seems perfectly unin- 
he ible, 
The 88. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the lst October, dwells Sou Passer, 
ery Silted up rivers and malarious Upon the extreme unhealthiness of Bengal, ° 1% 
ever. brought about by the silting up of river 
are fam Deds, Owing to this cause Bengal has become an abode of malarious fever 
bert and other epidemics, and the people are gradually deteriorating in their 
ore. physique. The writer charges indigo-planters and railway companies with 
helt having constantly sought to block up the mouths of rivers to promote their 
tin- oWO interests. Government is asked to attend to this important matter. 
ant 89. Wegive below the substance of an article in the same paper 
alls - headed the “Cause of the poverty of the 
on. Provinies Ty Of the North-Western North-Western Provinces:”’—The Statesman 
mo has been discussing the subject of emigration 


the fom India. The editor of that journal has. dwelt with ability upon the 
ardship suffered in various ways by the emigrants, both while }:oceeding 
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to their destinations and after they have reached the scene of their laboy 
But the complaints made on behalf of the labourers seldom receive re 
attention from those who profit by their labours. The present system of 
coolie emigration is far from defensible. There can be no objection t, 
the cultivation of waste lands and the investment of capital for this purpose : 
but it can never be reasonable or just to make laws for the forcibjc 
transportation of free human beings to foreign countries. What can be 
more deplorable than that a nation which so prizes liberty should be found 
to encourage the practice of making men work like brutes? Ag ; 
is, in spite of all the laws and rules framed in the interests of the 
emigrants, they are subjected to great hardship. Why cannot the en. 
ployers of labour grant such liberal wages that the labourers may be induced 
to take to emigration of their own free will? The liberal British Govern. 
ment should not certainly for the benefit of those capitalists sanction 
practices which are opposed to justice. The present practice of emigra. 
tion is but slavery under a different name. The great majority of the 
emigrants come from the North-Western Provinces, and this is because 
the people in those provinces are poorer and less intelligent than Bengalis, 
It is their lack of intelligence which mainly accounts for the poverty of 
the people in the North-Western Provinces. That people lack intelligence 
and the instinct of saving money. In this respect they are inferior to 
Bengalis. They further lack guidance. There is abundance of waste 
land in the North-Western Provinces, and if only the people were assisted 
and guided in the matter of bringing it under cultivation, the necessity 
for emigration would in a large measure be obviated. It therefore behoves 
Government to co-operate with the zemindars in the work of helping the 
people of the North-Western Provinces with money and advice, in order 
to enable them to bring all waste lands in those provinces under cultivation. 
40. The same paper observes, in reference to the proposal made by 
Mr. Blake, m. p., to ask for the appointment 
wet Poval Commission on Indian of a Royal Commission to enquire into the 
working of the Indian Administration—that 
the fact that the ange system of administration is not suited to the 
people of India is due to many causes. The following are some of these 
causes:—(1) There is no point of agreement between the ruling race 
and the people of India. Their manners and customs, thoughts and 
feelings, are different. The wishes and opinions of the governed are not 
consulted as arule on any matter, and if they are sometimes consulted, 
that is only for the sake of appearances. The rulers act according to 
their own will. (2) The system and policy of administration change 
with every Viceroy and Lieutenant-Governor. The policy followed by 
Sir Ashley Eden in his administration of Bengal has been changed 
under his successor, Mr. Thompson. Whether of his own motion, for 
the sake of appearances, or for a regard for the opinions of others, Sit 
Ashley Eden seemed willing to do some good to this counlty. 
Mr. Thompson’s acts instead of showing that he has any such desire show 
rather a contrary feeling on his part. This is seen in the matter of 
Self-Government and the Ilbert Bill. Sir Ashley Eden was favourable to 
both these measures. Mr. Thompson, on the contrary, has adopted “a 
attitude of hostility to both. In regard to the Bengal Rent Bill, it was ir 
Ashley Eden’s wish and endeavour to benefit both landlords and tenants 
but Mr. Thompson seems favourably disposed to tenants alone. As with 
the Lieutenant-Governors, so with the Viceroys, there is no continully of 
policy. Lord Lytton was opposed to the advancement .of natives, but 
Lord Ripon truely seeks their welfare. (8) The same remark may be 
made of the Ministry also. The policy of the British Governmedt 
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regarding India varies with the accession to power of every new ministry. 

The local officials appear to be above all rule and law. They act 
secording to their own sweet will, and not unoften commit oppression 
on the people. For these, however, they are not punished, but rewarded. 
This has been recently done in Asruf Bibi’s case. ‘The Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor resorted to special pleading to defend the highhanded officer. Sir 
Ashley Eden also did this in his time. (5) A reforming official incurs 
the displeasure of the officials. This is seen in Lord Ripon’s case. (6) The 
high-handedness of Government officials is the cause of all mischief. This 
oquse must be removed, and the people allowed ashare in the work of 
administration. 

4], The same paper contains a poem headed “ Self-Government in 
India.” The writer dwells upon the advan- 
tages that are likely to result from the intro- 
duction of Self-Government among the people of this country, and praises 
Lord Ripon for his desire to confer-this boon upon them. Regret is 
expressed at what is regarded as the unfavourable attitude of the Lieutenant- 
Governor and the district officials towardsthe scheme. His Honour is be- 
sought to rise superior to all feelings of anger and hostility, and with a 
liberal heart to concede Self-Government to the people of Bengal. 

42. We give below a translation of an article in the dnanda Bazar 

Patrika, of the 1st October, headed ‘“ Loyalty 
and the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal” :— 
While trying the case of Bholanath Baboo, it was observed by the 
Cantonment Magistrate of Meerut that, as at that time strong differences 
existed between natives and Europeans in the country over the Jurisdiction 
Bill, Captain Rogers ought not to have acted in the manner he had. It 
behoves those officials who possess a feeling of loyalty, and have an eye to 
the welfare of the British Government, to act at this time on such consider- 
ations as those referred to in the judgment of the Magistrate of Meerut. 

But it is to be regretted that the disposition and actions of English 
officials residing in Bengal are such as to lead to the conclusion that loyalty 
has vanished from their hearts, that thoughts regarding the welfare or 
injury of the British Government have disappeared from their brains. A 
quarrel takes place between some school-boys and a person putting on hat 
and coat, and for this offence the school-boys are flogged. The school- 

“boys of Calcutta, during the trial of Surendra Baboo, committed an offence 
a thousand times more serious than that, and yet the Magistrate of Calcutta 
did not punish any one of them so severely. 

The state of things in Bengal at the present time is such that no 
Bengali willingly goes to see an Englishman. Many of those native officials 
who attended meetings called in connection with Surendra Babu have not 
yet found rest. Some have been transferred, some dismissed from the 
service, while others have somehow managed to be still alive. We have 
heard that the Judges of the High Court have dismissed one Munsif from 
the service. We do not know whether the Munsiff had any other fault, 
except that which is rumoured, namely that be used to do his work some- 
what slowly. There were many suits pending in his file. The local Judge 
reported against the Munsif, but did not propose his dismissal. What 
he proposed was that he should be transferred to some place where fewer 
Suits were instituted. But the Judges of the High Court have ordered 
bis dismissal. Although the Judges of the High Court have become a little 
"xcited in consequence of the Jurisdiction Bill, still we do not believe that 
they have dismissed the Munsif for such a trivial fault. It is probable that 
the Munsiff had done something more serious. We stated before that a 
‘ininal case which had occurred in Marichadaha came up in appeal before 
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the High Court. The son of one of the Judges of that Court was implicate i 
in this case. The appeal was received by the other Judges, but at the tim 
of disposing of it, the Judge whose son was mixed up in the case trieq " 
and, after trial, passed a decree in favour of the party to which his son 
belonged. The Judge, it is probable, gave the decree from a senge of 
justice. Nevertheless, at this time, if at no other, some other Judge wh, 
had no concern with the case ought to have tried it. 

Mr. Justice Norris issued a rule against Surendra Baboo for hayjy 
committed contempt of court, and himself sat to hear the rule argued 
against. Regarding the Jurisdiction Bill, the Judges of the High Coy 
have said that in this country the officer who in acriminal case conduct; 
the enquiries and sends up the defendant for trial is the officer who tries the 
case. But Mr. Norris has acted ina more wonderful manner than this 
He was himself the plaintiff and the Judge. In the case of Pigot nergy, 
Hastie it was not reasonable in Mr. Norris to have shown so much anim 
against Kali Baboo. In Miss Pigot’s case, even if all the parties be held 
guilty, Kali Baboo’s guilt in justice ought to be held as less than that of al] 
others. But Mr. Rivers Thompson has surpassed all others. Of all Lieute. 
nant-Governors who have up to this time come to this country, Sir Ashle 
Eden perhaps was in many respects inferior to many. But though he was 
exceedingly self-seeking and fond of ease, still never did he for the promo- 
tion of bis ease or self-interest suffer, as far as lay in his power, the position 
of Government to be lowered anywhere. A zemindar of Kishnaghur 
placed a few lakhs of rupees in the hands of Government for improving 
the sanitary condition of Goari. Believing that this zemindar was a higb- 
handed person, and fearing lest the acceptance of his gift should bring 
disgrace upon Government, Sir Ashley Eden returned the money to the 
zemindar. 

But the tea-planters of Darjeeling publicly made seditious speeches, 
and yet Mr. Rivers Thompson is making: himself merry with them. Now-a- 
days every European in Bengal is acting in a seditious manner. No loyal 
official ought to have anything to do with a person guilty of sedition. 
Mr. Rivers Thompson is the ruler of Bengal. He is here as the representa- 
tive of the Queen. He isthe custodian of Her Majesty's honour, dignity, 
religion, and dominions, and yet he is making friends with those who are 
seeking to destroy her religion and her empire. If the guard of a treasury 
joina gang of robbers, the guard will become guilty of two crimes, namely, 
first, theft, and second, breach of trust. , 

We have said elsewhere that Government in this country maintains its 
supremacy by all means in its power. But the manner in which Mr. Bivers 
Thompson is here doing the work of Government is such that, not only in 
Bengal, but in every territory under British rule, this supremacy is being 
destroyed. ‘Ihat family whose head loses his honour, loses its honour; and 
the guilt of the members of a family who destroy the honour of their head 
knows no bounds. As long as Lord Ripon continues to hold the office of 
Governor-General of British India, so long will he remain the head of the 
British Indian Empire, which is like a family. As long as he enjoys honour 
and dignity, so long will the subjects respect the British Empire. But the 
Europeans in Bengal are seeking to insult and discredit Lord Ripon at evely 
turn, and yet Mr. Rivers Thompson is making friends with them. Aga, 
the more-hostile people are to Lord Ripon, the more friendly do they seem to be 
to Mr. Rivers Thompson. The Znglishman has continually been abusi03 
Lord Ripon to its heart’s content, and it is rumoured that the Englishman 's 
very intimate with Mr. Rivers Thompson. The indigo-planters of Bhagulpor 
and Tirhoot have become considerably excited against Lord Ripon, ae 

Mr. Rivers Thompson is very intimate with them. As re 
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tea-planters of Darjeeling, His Honour is making himself at present greatly 
merry in their company. | 7 

In the opinion of Mr. Gladstone and other eminent persons in England, 
Government should not be weakened by any means ; but the object of those 
who are agitating over the Jurisdiction Bill is to weaken the hands of Lord 
Ripon. To make friends with and encourage those who are thus seeking 
to weaken the Government is to seek indirectly, though not directly, to 
weaken Government. By joining the Europeans in Bengal Mr. Rivers 
Thompson is seeking to weaken the Government.. If the authorities in 
England should come to hear of this crime, it is possible Mr. Rivers 
Thompson would incur their displeasure. gt 

43, Thesame paper remarks that the agitation over the Jurisdiction Bill 
has served to reveal the true motives of Anglo- 
Indians. Intriguing hypocrites as they are, 
they have not been able this time to dissemble their views. They have 
now been found out, both in India and in England. When the agitation 
‘n connection with the Jurisdiction Bill commenced, natives remained silent 
for various reasons. One of these was that they had not the rashness to act 
in the illegal manner in which Europeans in this country began to act. 
Another reason was that they did not wish to publicly support Lord Ripon 
against his opponents, lest it should be said by the latter, with a view to 
weaken His Excellency’s position, that Lord Ripon was seeking to make 
himself popular with natives. Another consideration which weighed with 
natives was that, if they were to join the agitation, Anglo-Indians would be 
so much weakened, that Government and the English public would find it 
necessary to come to their aid—a contingency which could never be agreeable 
1o the people of this country. Besides the above there were other consider- 
ations which led natives to adopt an attitude of neutrality. They confident- 
ly expected that the English public would surely support their cause when 
it found that they had been wantonly and without any provocation attacked, 
and that they were helpless. They had, moreover, a firm confidence in the 
justice of the British Government, and were convinced that the measure 
which was proposed by Lord Ripon was one which was not only in 
accordance with truth, but was also in accordance with the declared policy 
of the British mation. They therefore expected that Government and the 
British nation would of their own motion support Lord Ripon ; and it is a 
= exceeding gratification that their expectations have been fully 
realized. 

44, The following is the substance of an article in the same paper, 
headed ‘** In whose hands has the British nation 
entrusted the destinies of 250 millions of 
men?” "here are three classes of Europeans in India, namely (1) Govern- 
ment officials, (2) traders and others; and (3) the Christian missionaries. 
The weal and woe of 250 millions of the Indian people depend upon these 
three classes of Kuropeans, in accordance with whose wishes this country is 
governed. The European officials in this country possess almost boundless 
power. The Russian Czar is regarded as the most autocratic of all 
Sovereigns, but it is doubtful whether the Russian Ozar or an Indian Magis- 
trate possesses more power. The British Government in this country does 
hot set much store by the love of the people, and the chief policy of Govern- 
ment is one of terrorism and repression. Hence it is that Government never 
Countenances anything which might injuriously affect its prestige. Hence 
tls that Government is equally mindful of the dignity of a common court 

Peon and that of the Viceroy. Hence it is that every British officer in 
- this Country is a petty Russian Czar. Hence it is that Mr. Stephen's 
"minal Procedure Code was soon passed into law; that the system of 
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trial of jury was abolished; that the Governor-General was given absolyt. 
power; that the Privy Council the other day rejected Surendra Baboo’s 
appeal; that the local authorities possess almost boundless power ; and tha 
when a petty official is insulted, Government finds no rest until the insulte, 
has been condignly punished. To secure the safety of the Empire has 
Government been obliged to vest so much power in its officials; but it 
believes that they will not abuse their power, but treat the people impar. 
tially and affectionately. The agitation over the Jurisdiction Bill, however 
has enabled Government to perceive how greatly natives are disliked by the 
officials, and how the latter constitute thorns in the path of the former’. 
advancement. The authorities in England have come to see that it is not 
the Jurisdiction Bill alone that is opposed by the officials, but that all the 
measures adopted by Lord Ripon for the benefit of the people of India 
have been opposed by them. 

In the course of the opinions expressed by the officials on the Ibert 
Bill, they have at every turn showed their dislike of natives, and partiality 
for Europeans. The non-official Europeans also in this country possess 
almost boundless power. They give themselves out, and are looked upon 
by the people as relatives of the officials. Government therefore is always 
careful to see that they are duly respected. For this purpose officials publicly 
mix with them. It is for this that Mr. Thompson is making himself 
merry with the tea-planters of Darjeeling, who made seditious speeches at 
a public meeting. The agitation over the Jurisdiction Bill has perhaps 
enabled Government to see what sort of people those are in whose hands 
it has entrusted the destinies of 250 millions of natives of India. As 
regards the work of Christian missions in India, the disclosures made 
during the recent trial of the Pigot versus Hastie case have shown how that 
work is done in some places, and how in consequence a moral decadence 

of Christianity and the people of India alike is being brought about. 

45. The same paper observes in an article on the Hastie case that 
the character of Christian missionaries and 
European ladies has been thoroughly exposed 
during the trial of this case. After this exhibition of moral weakness on 
the part of Christian missionaries, the people of India are justified in 
regarding other Europeans as still more morally weak. It does not there- 
fore become these Europeans to be on the look out for the faults of 
followers of other creeds, and to despise them whenever any faults are 
discovered. When Mr. Branson abused the Hindus at the Town 
Hall meeting, among other Europeans Mr. Norris was present, and, like 
them, he probably expressed his satisfaction at the action of Mr. Branson. 
But Providence has so ordained it that Mr. Norris has been compelled to 
apply to European ladies and gentlemen language more severe than that 
in which Mr. Branson abused the Hindus. 

46. The same paper observes that it behoves the Legislature 
examine the official opinions on the Ilbert 
Bill in the same manner as _ witnesses ate 
cross-examined by Counsel. If this were done, these opinions would be 
found to contain so many contradictions and conflicting statements that 
the result after a comparison would be nil. Mr. Thompson has collected 
the opinions of all the officials in Bengal on the Ibert Bill, and has, like 8 
pleader, sent them to the Governor-General. Rumour has it that Mr. 
Thompson has not thought it necessary to send to the Government of India 
the opinions of those officials who have expressed themselves against the il. 
He again did not ask for the opinions of those whom he had reason 
to doubt. Mr. Thompson probably believes that in the matter of te 
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or that Anglo-Indians and Lord Ripon are opposing parties, and that he 
5 counsel for Anglo-Indians. In the agitation over this Bill he has 
obably forgotten that he is the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal; that he 
: , Government officer; and that it is as much his duty as Lord Ripon’s 
to do justice to the Queen’s Proclamation. Forgetting all this, he is 
robably like a pleader collecting evidence in favour of the European 
opponents of the Bill. If Mr. Thompson is really guilty of this forgetful- 
ness, it behoved him to have examined the papers on the Ilbert Bill before 
he sent them up to the Government of India. The papers he has sent, 
and the manner in which he has sent them, show that he is neither fit to be 
Lieutenant-Governor nor a pleader. 
47. The same paper considers it strange that those ge 
+ decision in the Hastie Newspapers which affect to be surprised at 
9 pace bax neucany beashonse ts the lathdes given by Mr. Justice Norris in 
the Hastie case ure violently opposed to natives and to the Jurisdiction Bill. 
They pronounced native civilians unfit to become District Magistrates and 
Judges, and are now surprised to see the judgment of a High Court Judge. 
48. The Navavibhakar, of the lst October, criticises the statement in 
Mr. Cross’ speech that the incidence of taxa- 
tion per head in India, if the land tax is not 
taken into consideration, is even less than a rupee, and says that the tax 
of a penny in the pound will realise 2 crores in England, but the same tax 
in India will yield only 15 lakhs. The population of India is five times 
larger than that of England. So the number of people from whom 
90 crores are realised in England will pay only 3 lakhs in India. The writer 
goes on :—“* The trade of India amounts to 800 crores per year. Very 
cheering news indeed! In the most civilised country—in England—it 
anounts to 900 crores in the year. You will say England is only three 
times as rich as India. We do not believe it. The 900 crores in England 
belong to 3 crores of men, and the 800 crores of India belong to 25 crores 
of men. Tell me what is the amount per head in each country. If 
the annual income of 25 crores of men amount to 300 crores, then the 
income per head is not greater than Rs. 12, while in England it is not less 
than Rs. 350 per head. Just see the statement below :— 


Taxation in India. 


Rs. 


The annual income of a native of India .. ae 12 
Do. tax on ditto ditto — ca — 2 
Do. income of an Englishman - eo ae 
Do. tax on ditto ditto ae a ~<a. 


Tell me where is the incidence of taxation heavier? Where one pays 
Rs. 2 out of 12, or where one pays Rs. 18 out of Rs. 350? The income of 
anative of India is Rs. 12, while that of.a native of England is Rs. 350 ; 
that is, the income of an Englishman is thirty times as large as that of 
s anative of India. The Indian pays Rs. 2 out of Rs. 12 and the English- 
man pays Rs. 18 out of Rs. 350; that is, the native of India pays three 
mes as much in taxes as the Englishman. 
49. The same paper says:—We have often shown that the inaugura- 
i: tion of the railway system in India is not for 
ibis the good of the native of India. Itis meant 
for the good of Englishmen and the English Government. The extensive 
j ‘always of Lord Dalhousie were projected—first, to facilitate the mobilization 
of the army ; second, to afford facilities to English trade. The Manchester 
and Birmingham goods must have a market in India. They cannot. sell 
Well unless they find their way all over the country, so railways must be 
"pened. §o lines were laid under the guarantee of Government. None 
Need fear! Tf money is needed, there is India, a veritable milch cow, 
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which will never gradge. Lord Mayo propounded the scheme of short 
railways. This is a little better. India was comparatively more benefited 
by this scheme. We are not slow to express our gratitude for that, But 
whose was the greater benefit? Ours, or of the English merchant, the 
English planters? There may be some justification for the railway scheme 
But there is none for the canals. ‘he extensive canals of upper Ind, 
have permanently ruined the soil, though at first they added a little t 
its fertility. It has often been proved that wells in the high lands of 
Hindustan, tanks and reservoirs in the Daccan, and canals in Lower Bengal 
are the best for the purposes of irrigation. How the English are playing 
ducks and drakes with the money of India may well appear if any on 
cast his eyes on the Midnapore Canal. A company of English merchants 
undertook the excavation of the canal in 1863. After sustaining severe 
loss for six consecutive years, they made it over to Government. The 
Government purchased the shares at Rs. 210, when they could scarcely fete) 
Rs. 160 each. The Government had not to pay the money from its own 
pocket. It was India’s money, and there was none to protest against its 
waste. The Government purchased at 150 lakhs what was scarcely worth 
70 lakhs. After making the purchase the Government could not well remain 
idle. Money is being squandered on the canal every year. It cannot pay 
its cost. The consequence is oppression on poor ryots. On the pretext 
of selling water, taxes have been imposed on both sides of the canal, 
When there is an abundance of money there is no harm in spending some 
on extra works. But itis highly improper to borrow money for works 
which will do but very little good to the people. 

50. According to the same paper the present agitation has laid bare the 
secret feelings of Englishmen. Their unjust 
antipathy to natives has revealed itself. It is 
better to have the wound laid bare than to have it covered up with a new 
skin. It is better to expose the fire than to hide it under ashes. Sensible 
men should not consider themselves safe when there is possibility of danger. 
It is better that race antagonism should show itself on the surface than 
that it should work secretly. The ratives have learned to rate the character 
and conduct of Englishmen at its proper worth. Over and above that, 
they have learned the following lessons : — 


That in order to obtain new rights and to defend old ones, men 
must be persistent, and must employ all the energies of their mind and body. 
The English are always mad after their rights, so the natives should also 
be mad after their rights. They should alsc learn that agitation is the best 
means of acquiring new and defending old rights. ‘The magic influence of 
agitation can be read in the history of Europe, and especially in that of 
England, but thanks to the Ilbert Bill it is now experienced in this country also. 

The history of the present agitation teaches how a man should love 

his countrymen. ale 

Another truth which can be learned from the agitation is that 
friendship and amity cannot subsist between natives and Huropeans. Both 
officials and non-officials agree in saying that, if India is to be goverl 
by England, it should always be borne in mind that she has been conquered. 

It has also been apparent from the way the agitation has. ert 
carried on that the civilians who govern India are full of antipathy 
towards the natives, and look with a jealous eye upon every increase of power 
in the hands of natives. It is impossible that men like these can 
people contented with their Government. eer 

It is also clear that Englishmen distrust the natives, and think that 
latter will rise against the Government if an opportunity occurs. ike 
distrust should be removed. The carrying out of few more propos 


The agitation. 
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hat of Mr. Ilbert will show how unfounded the distrust really is. To carry 
aut such proposals it would be necessary to memorialize the Government 
repeatedly. Unless the Government is petitioned often and often, the rights of 
natives Will not increase, and unless natives have extensive rights, the distrust 
of Englishmen will not be removed. 

51. The same paper quotes the remarks of the Lieutenant-Governor 

rhe last report of the Stamp De- ON the recommendation of the Famine Com- 
vartment. mission that the value of stamps in cases of 
arbitration should be lowered. The Lieutenant-Governor does not approve 
the idea. But the writer says that the Lieutenant-Governor is wrong. 
The people are gradually getting dissatisfied with the courts. There are 
many who do not like to resort to courts of law if they can settle their 
differences by arbitration. Formerly good arbitrators were scarcely to be 
found. The case is very different at present. There are many able men 
tobe found who are willing to arbitrate. If at this favourable time the 
stamp duty is reduced, the influence of arbitration will be on the increase. 
Itis the duty of Government to see that the system of arbitration is 
appreciated. When the people are so anxious to obtain Self-Government, 
the writer has no doubt that if facilities are given, the credit of the system 
of arbitration will be soon established. The ruler of Bengal will agree 
in this view if he simply looks at the matter without bias and without an 
eye to the increase of revenue. 

One of the decisions of His Honour appears to be very sound to the 
writer. When the defendant files a written statement no stamp is required. 
The Revenue Board and Judge’ of Saran recommended that this should 
not beallowed. But His Honour says that when the defendant has the power 
of making an oral statement, it would be hard to levy a stamp duty from 
him for making his statement in writing. 

52. The same paper remarks that Lord Ripon has learned four 


ins aattetion snl See] dea noe lessons from the present agita- 
ion :— 
lst.—That every reform in the administration of India will be 
resisted by Anglo-Indians, who from interested motives 
are opposed to all political improvement. So, great 
strength of mind is needed to institute reforms in the 
Indian Administratian. 
2nd.—That it is wrong to think that the people obtain justice from 
the courts of law. It is impossible, Anglo-Indians 
themselves say, to obtain justice from those that are 
ignorant of their religious, social and domestic institutions. 
If that be the case, the Hindu or Mussulman of India 
has as good a chance of obtaining justice from a Christian 
of England as the same Christian has from the Hindu 
and Musalman. 
3rd.—That in the absence of a healthy public opinion, evil-minded 
civilian Magistrates in the mofussil often trample law 


and justice under foot with impunity without the fear of 
discovery. 


4th.—That the Europeans in India entertain a very low opinion of 
the statutary civilians nominated in this country, and there- 


fore the system of nomination should be done away with 
without any further delay. 


33¢ The Samaya, of the lst October makes the following observa- 


a tions :—The unfitness and rashness of Mr. 
. Justice Norris will prove a great stumbling 
block to the education of the people. The 


NavavisHacaer, 


NAVaVIBHAKAR, 


SamaYa, 
Oct. 1st, 1883. 


( 668 ) 


Christian missionaries have done great service to the cause of 
in this country. Mr. Norris and Mr. Hastie have done an immen 
of mischief to the cause of such education. The charge of 
against Miss Pigot has not at all been substantiated by trustworth 
Had she been guilty, she would long since been found out. She 
freely with the natives that everyone is sorry at this unjust Sentence 
The unjust decision of Mr. Norris has displeased both the Hindu and th. 
Christian communities. The ladies of the zenana mission—ladies like 
Miss Oliver, Miss Smail—have done, by their conduct, enough to bring the 
mission to contempt. It is high time for missionaries to look to the reform 
of the zenana mission. It is high time to take measures to corte 
Mr. Norris. The missionaries should at once drive away Mr. Hastie and 
Mr. Fish from their body. 
Samaya. 54. The same paper makes the following remarks on the whipping of 
boys at Dacca :—The Magistrate, Mr. Lloyd 
becoming devoid of common sense, has fined 
two boys at Rs. 30 each, and ordered eight stripes to be inflicted upon each of 
the other two. What law is there to authorise whipping for assault ? Was Mr. 
Lloyd Yudhisthiar, the son of Dharma, in his early life ? Would he have liked 
whipping in the public street ? Government should make every effort to save 
the people from the hands of such men. The conviction has taken root in 
our mind that high-handedness will not be checked in the administration of 
Mr. Thompson. We hope that application should be made to the Goven- 
ment of India, or information sent to the Dazly News in London. Let 
England know of what stuff the Bengal civilian is made, and how able is the 
; Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. : 

CHanv VaRtTA, , Me ° ° “— 

Payee 55. The Chéruvarta, of the lst October, in summing up the opinions 


} on the Ibert Bill, remarks that the Queen's 
ra Government, India Government, all the 
Local Governments, with the single exception of the Government of Bengal, 


Chief Justices, High Court Judges, members of Legislative Councils, Judges, 
Deputy Magistrates, and non-officials, are as arule supporters of the Govern- 
ment of India. The Commissioners, Magistrates with their followers, have 
swelled the rank of the opposition. ‘The noise andclamour have proceeded 
chiefly from the Commissioner and Magistrate class. Again, the bitterness of 
the opposition is confined chiefly to Bengal. The Lieutenant-Governor as 
written a strong minute, and his subordinates have followed his example. 
We are certainly living in strange times, otherwise why should the quiet 
god-fearing Mr. Thompson stand against us ? 

wala So Sg a 56. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 2nd October, thanks the Stale 


ii for its advice to natives that they ag 
athe wiltere ermine ef 6 agitate for obtaining admission into te 
iia a higher ranks of the army, but thinks that 
such agitation is not likely to lead to any beneficial consequences at the 
present time. This view of the matter is forced upon the editor’s mind by the 
present attitude of Anglo-Indians, both official and non-official, towards 
natives. Considering the storm of opposition which the former have raised 
against the proposal to vest certain native civilians with criminal jurisdic 
tion over Europeans, and the effect of that opposition upon the deliberations 
of Government, the strength of the opposition, which a proposal to admit 
natives into the higher ranks of the army would evoke, may be easily cod: 
jectured. In spite of the fact that Lord Ripon and his party and a const 
derable number of able and experienced Englishmen are in favour of the 
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_ Ibert Bill, the measure cannot yet be passed in its original shape, merely 


in consequence of the opposition of Anglo-Indians. Natives, however, show 
not despond, but, in the full confidence that truth and justice shall prevail 10 
the end, should go on agitating for the privilege referred to by the Statesman 
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57. The Praja Bandhu, of the 2nd October, observes that in the Pigot P##?4 Baxpav, 
versus Hastie case there has been a failure of °°’ 
ie justice. Who knows that there will be justice 
in appeal P In Miss Pigot’s case, as in that of Surendra Nath Banerjee, the 
ablic have seen whether Mr. Norris’s accession to the High Court Bench 
has ‘ncreased or impaired the dignity of that Court. 
58. The Sahachar, of the 3rd October, remarks, with reference to the _"*™4°""® 


ice Norris conduct of Mr. Justice Norris in the case of °**" 

ee Pigot versus Hastie, that the public is surprised 
ty finda Judge of the High Court giving expression to his opinion, first against 
the defendant, and then against the plaintiff, in the course of the trial. 
His judgment has been openly attacked. The daily papers have 
said that there has been a failure of justice. The Guardian of Bombay 
says that a native Judge would have done better justice. But considering 
the manner in which the natives are being assailed on all sides in these 
days of the Ibert Bull agitation, if a native had done a hundredth part of 
the offence of Mr. Norris, men like the Editor of the Exglishman, planters 
like Mr. Hudson, the High Court, and the Lieutenant-Governor would 
certainly have sent up a new minute to the India Government. The 
Indian Daily News has plainly said that Mr. Norris may be excellent as an 
advocate in a criminal case, but he is unworthy of the Bench. Sir 
Richard Garth has said that the honour of the Judges requires to be pro- 
tected from unjust attacks. But what is the way of protecting the public 
from the unjust attacks of a Judge? The utterances of a High Court 
Judge acquire the force of a precedent in the mofussil. There can be no 
comparison between Justice Norris and Sir Mordaunt Wells. Mr. Norris, 
though he kicks hard, gives no milk. The Ministry isso much under the 
influence of party spirit, that it has scarcely time to think whom it ought 
to appoint to posts of so much responsibility. It has done a great wron 
in appointing so unworthy a man as Mr. Norris—a man who is actuated by 
bitter feelings against those to whom he has to administer justice. 

09. The same paper is very glad that Mr. Beames, the worthy ‘sms. 


7 successor Of Mr. Buckland in the Commis- 
r. Beames and young Bengal. ' ' 

sionership of Burdwan, has abused young 
Bengal to his heart’s content. The writer thinks that, if he had not done 


s0, he would have proved himself an unworthy successor of Mr. Buckland. 
The educated natives were an eyesore to old Buckland, who was favourably 
disposed towards old-fashioned Bengalis. The educated Bengali incurred 
displeasure by his new style of dress and salaam. So the writer is happy 
that Mr. Beames has slipped into the shoes of Mr. Buckland. He is an 
antiquarian of note, so he does not like that the Bengali character should 
change. He says that publie opinion in Bengal is confined to the educated 
natives, and he divides these into two classes. The elderly class are wise 
ind loyal, and the younger class rash and ambitious. But wretches like 
lr, Beames are fortunately few in number among Englishmen. Ordinaril 
Englishmen are well-wishers of Bengalis. Educated Bengalis worship these 
{nglishmen like gods. 
60. The Samvdd Purnachandroddya, of the 27th September, remarks  samvap Puam.- 


Nici that the language employed by the Englishman, ss... sin, 1888. 
| the Indian Daily News, and the Statesman 
reference to the dicision of Mr. Justice Norris in the Hastie case is more 


“Jectionable than that which was used by the Bengalee in reference to that 


Nage, and yet no notice is being taken of the conduct of these Anglo- 
ddian journals, 


Ol. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 29th September, observes that the Svan Fasnmacas 
- Tours of rulers, -mofussil tours of Governors lose much of their “?* *¥** 
value, owing to the practice of announcing 
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beforehand the date on which the rulers would visit a particular locality 
thus enabling local officers to make things smooth, and to the practice op 
the part of the Governor of conversing with only wealthy and influential 
people to the exclusion of head cultivators or other common people. The 
Editor condemns the costly receptions that are accorded to Governors on 
the occasion of their visits to particular localities. The money thus wasted 
might be utilized for better purposes. ; . 
62. The same paper, of the 2nd October, protests against two orders 

Two orders passed by the Director- recently passed by the Director-General of 
General of Telegraphs. Telegraphs in reference to native telegra h 
masters and signallers. One is, that they should not henceforth be allowed 
house-rent, and the other is that the training school for native signallers, 
which has been hitherto held in the Central Telegraph Office, is to be 
abolished. Both orders, if carried out, wil cause hardship to these officers, 
As regards the first order, it is not clear on what grounds the Director-Gene- 
ral has passed it, particularly in view of the fact that Superintendents are all 
of them allowed house-rent at high rates. Is it because the former are natives 
and the latter Europeans that this invidious distinction is made? The effect 
of the second order will be to exclude natives from the Telegraph Depart 
ment. 

68. The Prabhdti, of the 1st October, condemns the practice 

Political agents visiting native On the part of Political Agents of visiting 
Princes. native Princes on the eve of their laying 
down their office. 


64. The same paper, of the 5th October, observes that it is strange 
ee to note that while in official reports the 
e license tax. . . . 
operations of the license tax are said to be 
going on smoothly, as a matter of fact they are attended with considerable 
oppression on the assessees. Incomes are over-assessed. Appeals are 
ineffectual. The license tax should be repealed. A direct tax is not 
suited to the circumstances of this country. 
65. The same paper complains that the persons whose lands have 


Land acquired for the IchaporeGun. been taken up for the purpose of extending 


Foundry. the grounds of the Ichapore Gun-Foundry 
are subjected to great inconvenience and hardship owing to the fact that 
they are required to relinquish their lands within six months. They ought 
to be granted more time. 


66. , The Utkal Dipika, of the 23rd September, writes the following 
sensational article :— 


TERRIBLE MIsGOVERNMENT. 


We write, as informed by the people in a separate article for the 

An affray between the Cuttack Police information of our readers, a short account 

and the sepoys of the localcantonment. of events that brought police-oflicers to 
distress, and of horrible oppression that occurred within a place Su 
rounded by the houses of English officers in the town of Cuttack 00 
last Sunday night, when there was a full moon. Who dreamt that gucl 
misgovernment would occur near the houses of principal Gorernmey 
officers in such a town as Cuttack, while peace reigned supreme within 
dominion of Her Majestv the Queen-Empress? Whatever may be te 
case elsewhere, it is certain that such oppression never occurred 10 Orisss 
since it was brought under British rule, and we doubt whether guch oppreés 
sion ever occurred there during the Moghul or the Mahratta supremacy: 
However, what was done is now past redemption. Those who wer ef 
stined to suffer have already suffered a great deal. What we regret is ta 
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we are quite in the dark, and we doubt whether we shall ever be en- 
lightened on the subject, as to the causes of the sad occurrence, the means 
adopted to detect the persons implicated, and the extent to which the 
reported facts are true. To tell the truth, we are in @ manner very much 
disappointed to see that the enquiry is proceeding ina slow and half- 
hearted manner. It is manifest that Shyamsunder Baboo (Police-Inspec- 
tor) and his subordinates were very much ill-treated. That such oppression 
occurred on a high road in that part of the town which was occupied by 
the English officers, that nothing could be ascertained of the same, and 
that the offenders should go scot-free, is a matter of no little regret. 
We hear that the District Magistrate, on receipt of the news, proceeded 
the same night to the Cantonment Hospital to see Shyam Baboo, who 
was lying wounded in bed; but we do not believe that the Magistrate’s 
labours ended here. People say that the Magistrate was so over-worked 
that night that he could not come to cutcherry on the following day. From 
this we think that the Magistrate must have done something else in that 
night; but how is it that nothing has up to date come to light? The 
District Superintendent of Police puts up in a house situated at a very 
small distance from the Cantonment Bazar, which was the scene of the 
occurrence, but people say that he was not to be seen there that night. 
Did not the reports of the events that bestirred people in all parts of the 
town reach the Superintendent’s ears ? Can any one imagine that he, the chief 
police-officer in the town, remained quiet after hearing what had happened ? 
Should this be true, on whom are the people to depend for security of life 
and property? We have said in the preceding lines that we are entirely 
in the dark as to the facts revealed by the inquiries of Government officers ; 
but now we are astonished to hear that the task of investigation of 
this serious case has been entrusted to an English Inspector, who has 
newly come to the District. Is not the case worthy of investigation by 
the Police Superintendent himself? If not, our poor intellect is unable to 
imagine cases whose investigation the Superintendent can conduct himself. 
We do not think that the Magistrate is keeping quiet, but what he has 
done up to date is not known to us. Is not the case so serious as tu justify 
its investigation by the Magistrate himself ? 

The Commissioner has, to our great misfortune, gone out of the 
station to Pooree. No doubt the very presence of an intelligent officer 
lke him in the station would have done a great deal of good. Still we 
hope that as soon as the news reaches his ears, he will try to take immediate 
steps to find out the facts of the case; but if the investigation be delayed 
a little longer, we cannot believe that it will produce the required effect. 
It is our firm belief that had the Magistrate’ or the Police Superintendent 
entered upon the investigation of the case with a determined spirit that 
very night or on the following morning, everything would have come to 
ight, and the offenders brought to justice; but now it is hopeless to arrive 
at the real truth without the assistance of an experienced officer. We hope 
that the Commissioner and the Local Government will pay particular 
attention to the case, and try by all means to punish the culprits, as also 
‘0 examine whether the local officers have done their duty. It may be 
that they (local officers) have found out the real facts and are concealing 

@ same for some reason or other, but in that case we pray that they 
wll inform the public of the results of their investigation, and thereby 
ranquillize their minds. 


67. The same paper continues on the same subject as follows :— 
An affray between the Cuttack /-Unishment of guardians of peace. It may 


ine and sepoys of the local canton. sound strange, but events occur at times in 


such combination as to leave people in great 


Urgat Dierxa, 
Sept. 23rd 1883. 
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doubt as to their beginning and end. Last Sunday there was a 
and according to long-established custom the Ganeshas (idols 
worship) of Buxibazar were to be thrown into the river that night. It 
is needless to inform our readers of the beauty and pleasantness of full 
moon in the month of Bhadra (corresponding to the English month 
of September). The night in question was still happier as the rains ba 
ceased that week. The collective presence of the Ganeshas in Buzibazy 
is famous. The number of visitors during this occasion is as large a 
that seen during Duserah and Moharum festivals. The Ganesh fegtiya) 
thus began. In the evening the shopkeepers sat in the Malan field (the 
place where the Ganeshas are assembled), and began to sell toys, 
meat, balls, &c. Now the time came when the Ganeshas were to be brought 
out from their respective abodes to the said field. The Police Inspector, Baboo 
Shyamsunder Dutt, with his police force occupied the police out-post in the 


full MO0on, 
of Hindy 


cantonment bazar, with the object of preserving peace in the bazar, when | 


the jatras would commence. Visitors poured into the place like columns 
of ants from all sides, and their number increased as the hours of night 
advanced. Some of the visitors were impatiently waiting for the hoy 
when the idols would come out, while others were discussing on the sights 
that the different idols would present, Some of the visitors were enjoying 
themselves in different parts of the field, which they had selected for amus- 
ing themselves. Thus the visitors went on increasing in number. The roads 
were full of them. Every one was proceeding towards the field with quick steps, 
Just at this time a bugle was sounded in the cantonment. The sepoys ran 
towards the lines from all directions. People were astonished to hear the 
sound of the bugle at this unseasonable hour. Every one ran towards the 
cantonment bazar. Great confusion ensued on all sides. Immediately 
after visitors ran towards their houses, shopkeepers went away with their 
shops, and the Jatras came abruptly to a close. Why, what was the 
matter? The sepoys were angry with the police. There arose a quarrel 
between Shyam Baboo and a certain Telugu; hence the sepoys attacked 
the police; Shyam Baboo concealed himself somewhere there leaving his 
wives behind him, and the police constables had disappeared. The sepoys 
were searching for Shyam Baboo here and there and beating the constables 
if they (constables) happened to come in their way. This news spread 
over the town in a moment and some bold spirits ran to the spot to enjoy 
the sight, and some reported that houses and shops in the cantonment bazat 
were all closed, and that no passage was left for passers-by. Those who 
know how reports spread and multiply in the course of their circulation 
must easily understand the nature of exaggerated reports that were in evely 
man’s mouth, and must believe that something unusual happened on the 
spot. Some of the visitors were put to great trouble, while sticks wer 
snatched away. We hear from others that when the row came to an end and 
the roads were rendered passable, people began to narrate the incident in the 
following way. The Inspector, Shyam Baboo, with two or four other police 
officers, was sitting in a Telingani’s (a Telugu female’s) house. The 7. 
gani sells cigars. A sepoy went to her shop to buy a cigar, when a quart 
arose between the sepoy and Shyam Baboo’s men. Just at this time five 
or more Telugus aided the sepoy, when Shyam Baboo came out of the 
house and ordered his police force to quell the disturbance, but still a large 
number of Telugus came to the spot and attacked the policemen. re 
Baboo with his police force was beaten, and they went away leaving We 
women behind them. The women were then detained on the spot. . 

In the meantime it was reported to the cantonment officer that a gm 


disturbance was going on in the cantonment bazar. The Colonel sounded . 
bugle, counted the sepoys on the lines, while the Adjutant of tae regime” 


came to the spotto enquire into the matter, but found that not a singl? 
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constable was to be seen either in the police outpost or in the bazar, and 
that there was a great noise on all sides. We know not what orders he 
save to quell the disturbance before he left the place. At the same time, 
Shyam Babu was being searched for on all sides. The sepoys began the 
search at 9 Pp. M. and after 12 Pp. m. news was brought to them that Shyam 
Babu had concealed himself in the rice godown belonging to a Nakhoda. 
He was then seized and brought out, and at this time he was more severely 
beaten than any thief or any other culprit. Shyam Babu wasa 
man physically strong, hence he could bear all this. Any other man in his 
situation would have lost his senses, and perhaps died. When he was brought 
to the cantonment guard, he was, as it were, bathed in blood. Thence ho 
was sent to the hospital. On receipt of the news the Magistrate came to 
the cantonment hospital and saw Shyam Babu there. On the following 
morning we know not what consultation passed between the Police Superin- 
tendent and the cantonment officers, but after that Shyam Babu was sent 
to his house, and in the same morning his wives, who had accompanied him, 
were also sent back to his house. Most of what we have narrated above has 
been taken down from people’s mouth. The whole towns people, the 
young and the old alike, have been discussing this question throughout the 
whole week, and those who hear them discussing this way can easily under- 
stand how far Shyam Babu was known to everybody in the town, and how 
fanous he was. Surely we have never seen the guardians of peace thus 
disturbed. This event has clearly shewn that police constables are worthless 
men, About 27 constables were beaten. Two or four of them lost some of 
their teeth, while a few fell down senseless but what surprises us to learn is, 
that they, in their turn, could not even touch with their thumbs any one’s 
body. ‘This picture of the constables on the scene of occurrence was extremely 
ridiculous to look at. It was loudly proclaimed in every direction that the 
sepoys were engaged in beating the police constables wherever they (sepoys ) 
saw them, but the constables, far from meeting the sepoys’ face to face took out 
their uniform, concealed it, and took shelter in one verandah or other. 
When asked whether they were constables, they answered in the negative, and 
further added that they were visitors or strangers or villagers, as the expres- 
sions suited them. Ah! these are the officers styled guardians of peace! 
They say that a blind cat always attacks a cockroach ; so our constables 
always come hard upon helpless and innocent people. But when they have to 
lacestrong men these constables prove excellent runaways. Such inefficient 
police force justly deserves censure, and it is rumoured that for this reason 
Coloned Hitchins, the District Superintendent of Police, is going to propose 
the transfer of Shyam Babu from this district. "Whatever be the nature of 
the news, nothing whatever is known of the results of the official investigation. 
The police have been investigating the case a few days, but nothing has yet 
been settled. The police have a serious duty to discharge, namely, to 
investigate the case carefully and to bring the offenders to justice. At 
j Present, as talked about, the police were first to err, and as a consequence of 

fir error they deservedly suffered; but nevertheless it must be a 


matter of deep regret if no one could be found out on whom the respon- 
sibility of the occurrence could be fastened. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, m.a. & B.L., 


Bengali Translator. 


BenGatt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 6th October 1883. 
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